











As | write, the words ‘snow’ and ‘cold snap’ have been heard on the
weather forecast for the next few days. Despite this, Chester Rambling
and Hill Walking Club are eagerly compiling their summer walking
programme, with a range of walks planned for the months to come.

Meanwhile, there’s a handy car park above the Horseshoe Falls near
Llangollenthat provides agreat starting point for walks in various directions,
whether on the flat using canal towpaths, or on the up, heading for the
hills. One recent B grade walk took us from here onto the fringes of the
Llantysilios, near Berwyn Quarry. This involved a steady climb for most of
the morning, with sunny views across the little valley to Velvet Hill, and to
Cwrn y Brain further north. A long defunct tramway descends the hillside
steeply and crosses the footpath at one point — the only visible evidence
being the weathered old stone platforms where the trams passed. It's hard
to imagine a time when these hills were a hive of industry, thronging with
quarrymen going about the business of extracting slate and transporting
it down to the canal in the valley. Those days are long gone and the only
users of the old quarry tracks are sheep and hikers! We paused here for
a breather and to admire the view, before sallying forth to complete our
climb.

At the highest point of our walk, near the Horseshoe Pass, we were 1,200ft
(365m) above sea level — high enough to gain a wonderful panoramic
view across the surrounding hills and the Vale of Llangollen. At this point,
we began our descent to the less serene surroundms of the pass itself,
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where the challenge of getting 30 walkers safely across the busy highway
presented itself! Thankfully, our route then took a quiet track into pleasant
woodlands, before reaching an open hillside with a view looking south to
the Eglwseg Valley - the perfect place for a well-earned midday break.
Lunch with a view is a highlight of any walk, and our leaders usually come
up trumps in such instances!

A steep footpath took us down to the hamlet of Pentre-dwfr. Still heading
downwards, we crossed the Eglwyseg River to join the Clwydian Way,
taking a route across fields. Turn round at this point and you get a sighting
of the impressive Eglwyseg Rocks. These carboniferous limestone
escarpments dominate the surrounding hills and valleys, making it difficult
for passers-by to ignore them. But, we still had a walk to complete and
some gentle undulations to tackle, so after a moment or two, we moved
on.

We parted company with the Clwydian Way near the ancient Eliseg’s
Pillar. Here, we climbed slightly to reach a well used footpath that hugs
the lower slope of Velvet Hill. Compelling the eye on our left was the
imposing Valle Crucis Abbey, and further on the craggy remains of Dinas
Bran were silhouetted against the sky.

After completing the 9-mile hike, we headed to the nearby hostelry to
enjoy a convivial drink with our walking buddies. We’d climbed roughly
1,600ft in total and enjoyed some glorious views in the early spring
sunshine. Whatever the weathermen promise for next week, things are
definitely on the up!

If you fancy discovering new walks in Cheshire, North Wales and beyond,
then why not join a hiking group with experienced leaders? We have a
choice of 2 - 3 grades of walks most Sundays: C’s can be up to around
1,000ft of ascent, B’s up to 2,000ft, and A grade walks tackle the higher
crags, usually in Snowdonia. We are also out every other Wednesday for
a hike of 7 - 9 miles, and our Tuesday evening walks begin in May.

We are a very friendly group and new members are always warmly
welcomed. Whatever your walking ability, if you love the outdoors and
fancy meeting like-minded folk, dig out your boots and join us!

To find out more about Chester Rambling & Hill Walking Club, head over
to our website: www.chesterwalkingclub.com Joining details can also be
obtained by emailing chesramclub@yahoo.com

Maria Owen, Press Officer, Chester Rambling and Hill Walking Club
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Q What’s on

A summer of live bands and tribute acts in stunning surroundings.

TRENTHAM SUMMER CONCERTS 2023 returns with 10 unmissable shows taking place on
Fridays and Saturdays, from 7th July through to 5th August offering separate nights of live
music entertainment for the family to enjoy by the stunning lakeside.

Are you ready to round up your family and friends, get your picnic plans together and dust off
your deckchairs? It’s time for a for a sizzling summer of live music in a unique historic Gardens
setting at Trentham’s Summer Concerts!

Not only do the concerts offer live outdoor music in an incredible setting, but with ticket prices
frozen at 2022 levels, it’s a great value way for people to Eet together with the whole family to
make special memories with the added bonus of being able to bring a picnic too!

Set in 725 acres of historic parkland, the ornate gardens located near Stoke-on-Trent in
Staffordshire are the perfect place to picnic and party this summer! While the Hall itself is now
derelict, the beautiful Italianate Trentham Gardens has been extensively restored and as part
of Trentham’s ongoing development, it includes a Shopping Village with plenty of places to eat,
shop and drink before you head into the Gardens for a night to remember!
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Let our advertisers know you saw them in Love Chester Magazine



DAVE HEMINGWAY

OF THE BEAUTIFUL SOUTH & HOUSEMARTINS
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* Ring Resizing
e Gem/Diamond Setting

e Rhodium Plating

e Ultrasonic Cleaning

e Polishing

e Valuation and Certification

e Redesign

e Engraving

e Band Repairs and Claw Resetting
e Specially Made Orders

e We Buy your Unwanted Jewellery

Jewellery Wholesaler & Manufacturer

17 Bridge.St Row East," Chester CH1 1NW
¥[44) 1244 322225
vowjewellery.co.uk’

.o UK -+ Belgium ' Germany s Tiirkiye

Bespoke jewellery Chester




