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Chester Rambling and Hill Walking Club tend to keep their winter forays
closer to home, in order to avoid finishing a walk by torchlight! Cheshire,
Wirral and north east Wales offer plenty of scope for shorter hikes, with
journeys of no more than 15 miles to the start of a walk. You might think
that few venture out in the wetter, colder months of the year, but the
keen walker is a hardy breed of animal equipped with clothing to cope
with all weather conditions, plus a ‘get up and go attitude’. So whatever
the forecast, and however dark it is when the alarm clock shouts in the
morning, hardened hikers will spring into action like mountain goats. Well,
something like that anyway!

One recent walk with an abysmal weather forecast was led by myself
and my other half in nearby Hawarden. Given the promise of heavy rain,
we had expected a less than average turnout, but a large group of eager
members gathered at Tinkersdale Car Park on that dull grey morning,
clad for anything the skies cared to throw at them.

The route started along the edge of Hawarden Golf Club before climbing
gently to an elevated spot where the usual view across to the Wirral was
tucked under thick cloud and unseen through the steady drizzle that
had set in. Our footpath took us to the Old Warren, where the heavens
decided to open with a vengeance. Undaunted, we sallied forth, taking a
right hand track leading to an underpass beneath the A55. This emerges
by Silverwell Wood, where, through the trees, a glimmer of unexpected
sunshine appeared!
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Hawarden Estates have opened up some permissive footpaths that now
enable public access through Silverwell and Rough Piece Woods. One
track leads off to a charming spot at the edge of a raised field, where
picnic tables and a glorious vista across Cheshire offered the perfect
opportunity to haul packed lunches and flasks from our rucksacks. Here,
under a now bright sky, we dried off, admired the view and wallowed in
the winter sun. Frodsham and Helsby Hills could be seen ahead, as well
as Beeston Crag and the Sandstone Ridge. On the flat plain spread out
below us, Airbus, Broughton and Dodleston were clearly visible.

Onwards we passed through Rough Piece Wood to a lane where the
nearby village of Penyffordd came into view. From this point it’s a short
distance into Price’s Hill Wood, where a footpath leads round to Dobshill.
Here can still be seen a former lodge house for the Hawarden Estate,
though the driveway is now severed by the A55.

Afootbridge takes walkers over this major road, back onto the Old Warren.
From here we followed a public footpath along the edge of Bilberry Wood
and the outer wall of Hawarden Estate parkland. Along this delightful
route, an overgrown, sheer cliff face and a pond mark the site of a former
ironstone quarry. Another relic of long gone industry is a weathered old
corn mill, which can be spotted alongside Broughton Brook, almost back
at the car park.

This was a 7'2 mile C grade walk, with a few gentle undulations and a
surprising amount of sunshine. Whatever the weather, a decent hooded
raincoat and sturdy boots are vital, though sunglasses and Factor 50 are
optional extras, even in winter!

If you fancy discovering new walks in Cheshire, North Wales and beyond,
then why not join a hiking group with experienced leaders? We have a
choice of 2 - 3 grades of walks most Sundays: C’s can be up to around
1,000ft of ascent, B’s up to 2,000ft, and A grade walks tackle the higher
crags, usually in Snowdonia. We are also out every other Wednesday
for a hike of 8 - 9 miles, and our Tuesday evening walks begin in May.
Meanwhile, our winter calendar offers a programme of talks and social
events until the end of April.

We are a very friendly group and new members are always warmly
welcomed. Whatever your walking ability, if you love the outdoors and
fancy meeting like-minded folk, dig out your boots and join us!

To find out more about Chester Rambling & Hill Walking Club, head
over to our website: www.chesterwalkingclub.com Joining details
can also be obtained by emailing chesramclub@yahoo.com




JUNE UK TOUR 2023

THU 15 ILKLEY TOWN HALL TUE 20 BRISTOL ST GEORGES

FRI 16 SALFORD LOWRY WED 21 LIVERPOOL  EPSTEIN THEATRE

SAT 17 [DINBURGH  QUEEN'S HALL FRI 23 BIRMINGHAM  TOWN HALL

SUN 18 SUNDERLAND  FIRESTATION SAT 24  LONDON (07 SHEPHERDS BUSH EMPIRE

WWW.THEGIGCARTEL.COM

A Gig Cartel Presentation In Association With MPI Artists
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We are Chester’s Iariest independent live
music venue and nightclub.

Our main room has hosted some of the biggest
names in live entertainment from a broad
range of genres, whilst our side room provides
an ideal space for smaller, more intimate
shows. We also have an upstairs area which
features a balcony overlooking the main room,
a VIP bar and numerous seating areas.

Bon Giovi - Friday 10th March

BON GIOVI are the World’s Premier look-alike and
sound alike Tribute to the New Jersey rockers Bon
Jovi.

Formed in August of 1999, with over 23 years UK
and International touring experience as a band,
performed in 29 countries, this act is without
compromise one of the best Tribute acts on the
circuit today.

Barrioke - Saturday 11th March

There are icons of silver screen, there are Oscar
winners, Bafta winners and Golden Globe winners,
but are there any of these global stars that you
would rather sing with on stage than the coolest
man of TV — Shaun Williamson.

The star of EastEnders, Extras, Life’s Too Short
and more recently a million viral videos , Shaun
has now taken the music festival scene by storm,
bringing BARRIOKE to thousands of music lovers
at Truck and YNot Festivals. The time has come
to unleash this phenomenon onto the world, and
Shaun is now available to book for your Festival,
Party or Event.

Barrioke
Saturday 11th March

March of the Mods - a celebration of all things Mod
raising money for Teenage Cancer Trust.
Live Bands / Raffle / DJ afterparty (01:00 finish)

Bands: The Rics / The Modern World /
Modrophenia

The Live Rooms 1 Station Road Chester Cheshire Chl 3DR




¢ Ring Resizing
e Gem/Diamond Setting
e Rhodium Plating

e Ultrasonic Cleaning
e Polishing

e Valuation and Certification

e Redesign

e Engraving

e Band Repairs and Claw Resetting
e Specially Made Orders

e We Buy your Unwanted Jewellery

Jewellery Wholesaler & Manufacturer

“17-Bridge St Row East,” Chester CH1 1NW
< #(44)1244 322225
- -vowjewellery.co.uk .

LGUK * Belgium '+ Germany f--'Tiirk'iye .

Bespoke 'jewellver.'y ‘Chestér‘ : 2




