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A fun day out
for all the family

Moreton Hills Golf Centre, Tarran Way South,
Moreton, Wirral CH46 4TP

0151 3631873

www.vikingquestadventuregolf.co.uk

Bespoke hardwood windows and doors

Winter offer

Kiln dried ﬁre briquettes
10KG bag £5
10 bags £30 - 20 bags £40
Hardwood off-cuts also
available

Unit 1b, Barrowmore Estate, Gt Barrow, CH3 7JA

www.cheshirejoineryservices.com
info@cheshirejoineryservices.com

Tel: 01829 741751
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Chester
Rambling
Club
Dear Friends,
Spring has sprung!
Is it just me or are
there a lot more
people with smiles
on their faces - funny
how the sunshine
has that effect.
Again, we have a great variety of editorials
for you, we must thank all our advertisers as
we couldn’t do any of this without them!
Our advertisers are all local, reliable people,
who provide excellent services at realistic
prices. If you are in business you may want to
advertise with us and/or in our Love Wirral
or Love Wrexham magazines - contact details
are on our front page.
All magazines are available online - as well as
the answers to our puzzle page :o)
Wishing you all a wonderful Easter and lots
of Easter eggs and flowers!
Best Wishes
Maxine & Mike

Circulation of this FREE magazine is distributed to Chester and its surrounding villages.
Love Chester Magazine Limited Registered Office: 1st Floor 12 Church Road, Gatley, Cheadle, Cheshire, SK8 4NQ
Company Number: 10588054
“Love Chester” is produced by an independent organisation; which is not connected to any other organisation, publication or groups.
All material is copyrighted and no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted without the written permission of the copyright holder.
Please note that we do not endorse any products or services of any advertisers. All advertisements and their content are
4
accepted in good faith. Responsibility for copyright and the accuracy of the information provided lies with the advertiser.

Anderson Funeral Directors
Our family strive to provide the best for your family
A Family Run Funeral Directors
Anderson Funeral Directors is a true
family run concern, we are proud to care
for the communities of Ellesmere Port,
Chester, Wirral and surrounding areas.
We are here to help in your time of need
and you can be sure that when dealing
with the Anderson family you are in safe
and caring hands. We pride ourselves in
our commitment to help families truly
express and honour their loved ones
personality, whether that be through
their individual choice of vehicle or
a lasting tribute with an individually
designed order of service booklet.

0151 357 2671
Anderson Funeral Directors
11 Chester Road off Whitby Road
Whitby Village, Ellesmere Port, CH65 9BD
(Near Vale Court Care Home)
catherine@andersonfd.co.uk

www.andersonfd.co.uk

Planning

Ahead
Why not telephone our office to
discuss a bespoke pre-payment
funeral plan from £1995.1
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Does not include third party disbursement costs.

5

Only £895 for
a fully fitted
electric door.

APPROVED

Gotta get a Garolla.

Garolla garage doors are strong and
solidly built. They’re made to measure
in our own UK factories. The electric
Garolla door rolls up vertically taking
up only 8 inches inside your garage.
Our expert installers will fit your new
door and take away the old one so
there’s no mess.
Give us a call today and we’ll come and
measure up for free!

GOTTA GET A GAROLLA
NOW ONLY

£895

CALL US TODAY

WAS £1,354
INC VAT

01244 960 169

WHAT’S INCLUDED :

MOBILE

FREE MEASURING & FITTING
TWO REMOTE CONTROLS
ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION
AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS
FREE DISPOSAL OF OLD DOOR

Offer valid for openings up to
2.6m wide & inc: 2 remote
controls, 55mm white slats,
internal manual override.

07537 149 128
www.garolla.co.uk

Friendly? Single?
Want to meet and keep new friends?
Do you sometimes wish for a better social life?
If so, come and join us, where you can meet and make a new
circle of friends, and enjoy good companionship. We meet every
Wednesday at 7.30pm at various locations where there is good car
parking, and a bar with a nice relaxed atmosphere.
Members organise various social events including meals out each
Saturday evening, theatre visits and many other activities.
Our group of like minded unattatched people enjoy getting out
and about, and are happy to consider suggestions for trips and
outings from all members.
Newcomers will be made most welcome. If you would prefer, we
can arrange to meet you at the door.

For more information ring Brian on 0151 6481516, or
Eileen On 01244 661873
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AN AFFORDABLE STUNNING
MAKEOVER THAT WILL SIMPLY...

TRANSFORMYOURKITCHEN
The Kitchen Makeover Specialists

F R E E S I N K A N D TA P W I T H A L L WO R K TO P O R D E R S T& C ’ S A P P LY.

Endorsed by
Which? Trusted Trader

BEFORE

No need to empty cupboards
Most kitchens completed in a day.
No mess, no fuss.
All doors made to measure.
Choose from Vinyl, acrylic
and solid wood doors.

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTATION

AFTER

Ask about our quartz overlay.
Why replace your worktops when this
unique quartz overlay simply fits over
your existing surface.
Hygienic, easy to care for, scratch
resistant, easily installed, heat
resistant & timeless.

W E O F F E R F R E E S U R V E Y, D E S I G N & Q U O T E S
www.transformyourkitchen.net
A Family Run Firm WIth 25 Years Experience

Call for a FREE quotation on

01244 794 102

Magniﬁcent care in a
magniﬁcent setting

OPENING
SOON

Belong Chester, our
state-of-the-art care
village will provide
high-speciﬁcation
accommodation
and world-leading
specialist dementia
and nursing support,
all within a vibrant
community setting,
located in the heart
of the city.

C A L L TO
YO U R P R B O O K
EVIEW
TO U R

Our services:
Specialist dementia and nursing care for changing needs within small-scale homely households
Modern apartments enabling people to live independently with support available if required
Specialist day care service oﬀers meaningful activities and the chance to get involved in
our community
Intergenerational nursery oﬀers shared learning experiences and opportunities for children,
families and older people

Call to register your interest and to ﬁnd out more.

01244 470 570

enquiries@belong.org.uk
www.belong.org.uk

Your life, your pace, your way.

8 Belong Chester | 36 City Road, Chester, Cheshire CH1 3AD

Dementia-Arts
Collaboration
Achieves
Awards Success
Where the Arts Belong, a unique arts collaboration between,
Belong, and Liverpool contemporary arts centre, Bluecoat, has won
the Creative Arts Award at the 3rd Sector Care Awards 2022.
At the dazzling ceremony, attended by leading
industry ﬁgures and not-for-proﬁt care
providers, host Angela Rippon CBE presented
the award which recognises excellence in
using art to engage with vulnerable people
– in this case, Belong’s apartment tenants.
Since 2019, Belong’s customers have worked
closely with critically-acclaimed artists
commissioned by Bluecoat, to promote
wellbeing through creative pursuits and
evaluate the use of arts in care environments.
The Where the Arts Belong project
commenced with ‘artist residencies’ which
initially saw artists working in Belong villages,
leading an array of art forms, ranging from
storytelling and sculpture to sound art and
dance. The project formed part of the
Celebrating Age programme, funded by Arts
Council England and The Baring Foundation,
with additional support from The Rayne
Foundation. Academics observed the
wellbeing beneﬁts from the initiative, which
included high engagement, enhanced
cognitive capacity and an increased sense of
community amongst participants.
Pictured: Top (L-R) Alan Dunn, artist; Stacey McCann,
Belong Interim Chief Executive and Chief Operating
Oﬃcer; Daniel Turner, Heritage Coordinator, Belong
Newcastle-under-Lyme; York Woodford-Smith, Founder
& Managing Director, Five on a Bike; Angela Rippon CBE,
award ceremony host. Bottom: Belong residents taking
part in the Bluecoat sessions.

It was during the pandemic
when participation was
widened to help alleviate
any loneliness experienced
by Belong’s apartment
tenants in a project funded by the
government’s Department for Digital,
Culture, Media & Sport.
Commenting on the win, Stacey McCann,
Belong Interim Chief Executive and Chief
Operating Oﬃcer, said: “We’re thrilled to win
the Creative Arts Award and it really is a win
for all our customers and Bluecoat’s
commissioned artists. At Belong, we strive to
innovate throughout our approach to dementia
care, and the arts have proven to be highly
successful in engaging with our customers.

DO YOU KNOW?

1. The World Trade Center’s most famous survivor
and president of its support group, Tania Head, was
later found to be a fraud: she wasn’t even in NYC
on 9/11.

2. It only takes 6
minutes for brain cells
to react to alcohol.
3. Every
Apple
iPhone ad displays
the time as 9:41 AM, the time Steve Jobs
unveiled it in 2007.
4. Drug possession and traﬃcking are
punished in Singapore with the death penalty.
5. Demand for quinoa in Western nations has
pushed up prices so much that poorer people
in Peru and Bolivia, where quinoa is from, can
no longer afford their staple crop.
6. Scientists can turn
peanut butter into
diamonds.
7. California contains
both the highest point
(Mount Whitney) and the lowest point (Death
Valley) in the contiguous United States.
8. In 2001, Argentina had 5 presidents in 10
days.
9. There are more English words beginning
with the letter “s” than with any other letter.
10. Michael Jackson wanted to do a Harry
Potter musical, but J.K. Rowling said no.
11. In some European countries, children
are given gifts on December 6 rather than in
Christmas Day.
12. Christianity was the main religion in Egypt
between the Fourth and Sixth Centuries.
13. Dogs have 13 blood types, horses have 8,
cows have 9 while Humans only have 4.
14. Of modern countries currently independent,
New Zealand was the ﬁrst to allow women the
vote.
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15. Due to its isolation
from the European
mainland,
Ireland
lacks several species
common elsewhere in
Europe, such as moles,
weasels, polecats or
roe deer.

16. 100 million people come to India’s Kumbh
Mela Festival, the world’s biggest gathering of
humans.
17. The invention of Glow
sticks was based on the
work of scientist Edwin
Chandross. He didn’t know
his work was being used for
parties until 2013.
18. The inventor of roller skates ﬁrst
demonstrated them by hurtling into a
party while playing the violin and crashing
into a huge mirror.
19. Traﬃc in central London moves at the
same speed as horse-drawn carriages a
century ago.
20. An educated female population increases
a country’s productivity and fuels economic
growth. Some countries lose more than $1
billion a year by failing to educate girls to the
same level as boys.
21. You can change your language on
Facebook to “Pirate.” (on web
version only)
22.
Before trees were
common, Earth was covered
with giant mushrooms.
23.
The Simpsons holds
the Record for Longest Running Primetime
Animated TV Series and Most Guest Stars
Featured in a Television Series.
24. A Father’s Diet Before Conception Plays a
Crucial Role in a Child’s Health.
25. Earthquakes turn water into
gold.
26. “Happy hours” are banned
in Ireland.
27. Over 90% of American movies made
before 1929 are lost, no copies are known to
exist.
28. Paraguay and Brazil’s Itaipu Dam is the
hydroelectric plant that produces more
energy in the world, setting a new world
record in 2016.
29. Researchers are debating on adding
Internet addiction to the list of mental
disorders.
30. The word “maﬁa” is never mentioned in
the ﬁlm version of The Godfather because
the actual maﬁa demanded it.

SPLASHBACKS

If only all design
was this functional

10 year
guarantee
against paint
colour
defects

Beautiful bespoke glass splashbacks
for the kitchen and bathroom, designed
to bring convenience to the everyday.
Made from the highest quality low-iron toughened
glass, our elegant splashbacks protect your walls
from the wear of daily use, are easy to clean and
impact and heat-resistant up to 400°C.
We design and manufacture to your custom
requirements, matching almost any colour from
ranges such as Dulux, Colortrend, Farrow & Ball,
Crown Paints, Laura Ashley and RAL.

SPLASHBACKS ∙ BATH & SHOWER PANELS ∙ WALL PANELLING ∙ TABLETOPS ∙ COMMERCIAL WORK

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: UNIT 14 NORTH CHESHIRE TRADING ESTATE, PRENTON WAY, PRENTON, WIRRAL, CH43 3DU

0151 608 4073

| crystalclearcolour.co.uk |

@crystalclearcolour
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WE ARE HIRING!

Competitive pay
Full-time & Part-time
Excellent overtime rates
Comprehensive employee
benefits package
Sick pay scheme
Award-winning training
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Total Gleam

Total Gleam

We cover Wirral | Chester | Liverpool

CAN WE CLEAN YOUR ROOF?

CLEANING SOLUTIONS

Call us today
07597 148 447

Total Gleam is an Exterior Cleaning Specialist

ABOUT US

ROOF CLEANING

TARMAC RESTORATION

RENDER CLEANING

DRIVEWAY CLEANING

UPVC CLEANING

PATIO RESTORATION

info@totalgleam.co.uk

www.totalgleam.co.uk

We are experts in exterior
cleaning for both residential
and commercial buildings.
We offer a wide range of
services such as pressure
washing, driveway and patio
cleaning, gutter and roof
cleaning, render cleaning,
and much more. We are
Alcumus Safe Contractor
Approved so you can be
assured we are professional,
trained, and fully insured.

01244 631 096

Community

Contemporary mosaic exhibition
coming to Chester Cathedral
An international exhibition of cutting-edge
contemporary mosaics will open at Chester Cathedral
on 21 March 2022.
Constellations will feature new work by high-proﬁle
mosaic artists from the UK, Ireland, Europe and the
United States and will open on Monday 21 March
through until Sunday 24 April in the Cathedral’s Chapter
House. Responding to the theme of Constellations, the
thirty exhibition pieces will feature a wide variety of
forms, styles, materials, and techniques for visitors to see and explore. Two thirds of
the mosaics on show are wall-mounted and a further ten exhibits are freestanding
works of sculpture with mosaic embellishment.
The exhibition has been organised and curated by the British Association for Modern
Mosaic (BAMM). The association was founded in 1999, to promote, encourage and
support excellence in contemporary mosaic art and to raise public awareness of
modern mosaic art through exhibitions, publications, events, and related educational
activities.
Chester-based mosaic artist Aleta Doran, Artist in Residence at the Cathedral, and
Manchester-based mosaic artist Tracey Cartledge, Vice Chair of BAMM, are BAMM’s
North-West co-ordinators. They have been working with the cathedral’s Events Team
and Works Department since January 2021 to bring this exciting exhibition to fruition.
Aleta Doran said “We wanted to celebrate mosaic as a living art-form that is constantly
evolving. We also felt that it was important to create an ambitious opportunity for
artists to exhibit their work after the pandemic - when many of us couldn’t exhibit or
teach workshops.”
In the Vestibule of the Chapter House, visitors will be greeted by a collaborative
installation, “Ethereal”. Composed of more than 400 individual mosaics made in used
beer bottle tops by over 50 contributing artists, this delightful, twinkling artwork
creates an enchanting skyscape of Constellations suspended from the vaulted ceiling.
Chester Cathedral is home to some incredible permanent Victorian mosaics made
between 1876 and 1886. All the mosaic features were designed by John Clayton of
Clayton & Bell and made by Salviati and Burke & Co. BAMM Members will facilitate
workshop sessions to provide an opportunity for members of the public to try their
own hand at mosaic making. This experience will enable visitors to appreciate the
cathedral’s exquisite mosaic collection more fully.
Production of the exhibition has been generously supported by sponsors: Chester
Cathedral, The Mosaic Restoration Company, Place for the Arts in Chester (PACh) and
Palace Chemicals.
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One and two-bedroom apartments available

It’s my tiME
Are you ready to rethink retirement and embrace
the best years of your life?
Our retirement village is ready for you.

Retired Inspired
Make your move to your dream home.
Buy from £238,000*
Rental and Shared Ownership options available
Get in touch today.
Ready for your

years?

01829 238 793 | giffordlea.co.uk
*Prices as at January 2022. Subject to change.

We clean your oven……
so you don’t have to!

Call today to have your
oven, hob, extractor or Aga
professionally cleaned.

Contact Phil Cooper
Tel. 0151 721 2030
Mob. 07812 252 533
Email philcooper@
ovenwizards.com
www.ovenwizards.com
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Do you see me?
So do your clients!
Lets get businesses back on track. We
have great oﬀers for new advertisers.

Get in touch with us.
Call 01244 555244 or visit
our website love-chester.com

Community

Commissioner urges owners to protect
their pooches from thieves

Police & Crime Commissioner for Cheshire, John Dwyer, wants owners to be aware
of simple tips that can help keep their companions safe.
Having a dog stolen is a traumatic experience for the animal and for the family left
with a big hole to ﬁll. There are easy measures you can take to protect your dog from
thieves:
Keep an ID tag on your dog at all times (your surname, mobile number and address
only, do not include your pet’s name).
Secure gates using bolts at the top and bottom, along with a heavy-duty padlock and
gate alarm.
Never leave your pet in the garden unattended.
Purchase a driveway alarm so you are alerted to any intruders, these can also be
used in rear gardens and yards.
Make sure your dog is microchipped and their details are kept up to date so that they
can be returned if they are stolen and subsequently found.
Avoid leaving a dog tied up outside a shop or left alone in a car, even for a few
minutes.
Take lots of photographs of your dog to prove ownership if it’s stolen; pay particular
attention to any distinguishing markings on your dog
John Dwyer, Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire said: “It’s said we are a
nation of dog lovers and I am no exception. I want everyone to be aware of the steps
we can take to protect our canine companions.”
At the end of last year, the government announced proposals for a new dog abduction
offence. This was after a report from the Pet Theft Taskforce found that seven in 10
pet thefts recorded by the police were related to dogs.
The new offence, which would attract sentences of up to ﬁve years, has been added
to the Kept Animals Bill which is currently making its way through Parliament.
John Dwyer added: “I welcomed the proposal for this new offence when it was ﬁrst
announced and I am pleased to see it is closer to becoming law.
“Dogs are more than just property. Having your dog stolen is emotionally devastating,
and it’s right to ensure that the law reflects the impact of the crime. People who
think that pets are an easy target to make money from can think again.”
If your dog is stolen, you should report it to the police as soon as possible by calling
101, or online at www.cheshire.police.uk/ro/report
17

Your Local Flat Roofing Specialists
Complete Re-Roofs/Commercial Roofing/ Facias & Guttering

Firestone Flat
Roofing System
✓ 20 year guarantee
✓ Superior durability
✓ Seamless sheets in one piece
✓ Very low life-cycle cost
Meet the owner
✓ Flame-free & easy installation
✓ High ﬂexibility & elongation ■ 15 Years Experience
■ Level 3 Site Carpentry NVQ
✓ Environmentally friendly
Level 1 Construction NVQ
■ Level 2 Slate & Tiling NVQ
■ Licensed Firestone Contractor
Fully Insured
■

■

Call 01244 637121
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www.allmightyroofing.co.uk

In pursuit of

LASTING
ADVENTURE
This season, we’re coming together to bring you
more adventure. We don’t just share passion and
expertise but also a duty to protect the outdoors.
Together we can walk, run, camp and ski but we
can also learn, change and make a difference.
We’re here to find you the right kit and help you
make it last, for adventure, for the planet.

Discover the best brands and service including expert
fitting with free gait analysis in-store. Let’s run together.

Make the right choice with our experts.
Find your local Cotswold Outdoor and Runners Need
store at: Foregate St, Chester CH1 1HB

Tel: 0151 336 6925
BUILDING

GLAZING

We understand the importance
of achieving a customers vision
and needs.
Every project is completed to
the highest quality and customer
satisfaction is imperative.
We aim to give customers
confidence that we will keep
disruption to a minimum and
always work within a safe, clean
and tidy environment.

We are professional installers
of windows, doors, bi folds and
frameless glass extensions.
Elliott Build & Glaze Ltd is a Fensa
registered company and we are
able to provide a 10 year insurance
backed guarantee.

PLANNING

From first contact with the customer
to completion of the project, Elliott
Build & Glaze Ltd can provide all
services required to meet your
needs, from full architectural design
to the final fitting of the flooring.
We aim make this experience as
enjoyable and stress free as possible.

CUSTOMER RECOMMENDATIONS
Farrar – Greasby
“Both Alison and I would like you to pass on
our thanks and best wishes to all of those
involved at Elliottt Build & Glaze Ltd in this
project, as they have been very attentive
and professional, as well as personable,
throughout the project.”

Forshaw/Murray – Bebington
We are very happy with all the
work and the high standard that
was attained.

O’Mally - Meols
“Scott and the team certainly gave us best
in class service whilst they worked on our
extension, kitchen and bathrooms. They kept
us informed all the way and worked around
our diaries to deliver the programme on time.
We highly recommend them to anyone.

w w w. e l l i o t t b u i l d a n d g l a z e l t d . c o. u k
Email: elliottbuildandglazeltd@live.com

Elliott Build & Glaze Ltd is a trading name of S R Elliott Build & Glaze Ltd.
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OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

NGL TARMAC AND DRIVEWAYS
Domestic and Commercial

• DRIVEWAYS • LANDSCAPING
• CONCRETE • BLOCK PAVING
• TARMAC • RESIN BONDED GRAVEL
Day: 07858 576719 Eve’s: 01978 843398

www.ngldriveways.co.uk

TARVIN LOGS
KILN DRIED LOGS AVAILABLE

Frodsham Gates & Fencing
are
White Primed Free Standing
Garden Gates/Driveway Gates/
Fitting Service - Please Call for Free Quotation
DESTAL Ltd also offer an export wooden

SEASONED LOGS - FULL OR HALF LOADS
DUMPY BAGS OR NETS OF KINDLING

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

07936 148566
www.tarvinlogs.co.uk
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CROSS LANES, TARVIN, CHESTER,
CHESHIRE CH3 8HS

(Picture below is our NEW Urban Fencing)

WE HAVE MOVED!
11Europa
EuropaCourt,
Court,Dee
Dee View
View Boulevard,
Boulevard,
11
Chester CH1 4NP
Tel: 07725 235 760 / 07725 235 747

Tel: 07725
235 747 / 07725 235 760
www.frodshamgates.co.uk
www.frodshamgates.co.uk

Email: sales@frodshamgates.co.uk

We LOVE to make you SMILE...
BESPOKE DENTURES
Natural looking dentures
beautifully created just for you
We believe in treating our clients
with dignity and descretion

IMPLANT RETAINED DENTURES
Many patients who have chosen to have
implants, report they are happy and
comfortable for the first time since the
loss of their natural teeth.

WHAT OUR CLIENTS SAY

“The moment I met Philip and his team

I knew I was in safe hands. Everyone was
patient, caring and professional.”
Doreen - Wirral

C A L L U S T O D AY

0151 678 9833
Smile we're local
Junction 3 M53

Dental Solutions Denture Clinic
399 Upton Road Prenton Wirral, CH43 9SE

23
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www.dentalsolutions.co

THIS

IN

MONTH
HISTORY

This feature each month
will give interesting facts
from years gone by.
See what you remember
that happened in your
lifetime.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL
4th April 1964
The Beatles hold so many records in music
history, but one record is likely never to be
touched.
On April 4, 1964, The Fab Four owned the
Billboard charts, as they held the top five
spots on the Billboard Hot 100.
After only two weeks on the charts, “Can’t
Buy Me Love” hit No. 1, while “Twist and
Shout,” “She Loves You,” “I Want To Hold
Your Hand” and “Please Please Me” round
out the top five. In all, they had 12 spots on
the charts that week.
Chart Number:
No. 41 - From Me To You
No. 1 - Can’t Buy Me Love
No. 46 - Do You Want To Know
No. 2 - Twist And Shout
A Secret
No. 3 - She Loves You
No. 58 - All My Loving
No. 4 - I Want To Hold Your Hand No. 65 - You Can’t Do That
No. 5 - Please Please Me
No. 68 - Roll Over Beethoven
No. 31 - I Saw Her Standing There
No. 79 - Thank You Girl

14th April 1983
Do you remember seeing the first cordless telephones on the
news? Can you believe they first went on sale in Britain in
1983, let alone almost everyone has one.
These phones made telephone calls only.
Today’s telephones have come such a long way, who would
have imagined we could hold not only a telephone, but
an amazing quality camera together with a high powered
computer with the ability to browse the internet, play games,
read books and so much more in the palm of our hand!

17th April 1969
This was the day the age at which a person was eligible
to vote in Britain was lowered from 21 to 18.
With the passing of the Representation of the People
Act In 1969, the UK became the first democracy to lower
the voting age from 21 to 18 for national, regional, and
local elections. Beyond the UK at that time, the lowest
voting age was 20, in Australia, Japan. Sweden and
Switzerland. Most countries quickly followed the UK,
to the extent that 18 became the standard international
age of democratic enfranchisement.

VOTING
FOR
18
YEAR
OLDS

22nd April 1969
In 1969 at a UNESCO Conference in San Francisco,
peace activist John McConnell proposed a day
to honor the Earth and the concept of peace, to
first be observed on March 21, 1970, the first day
of spring in the northern hemisphere. This day
of nature’s equipoise was later sanctioned in a
proclamation written by McConnell and signed by
Secretary General U Thant at the United Nations.
A month later, United States Senator Gaylord
Nelson proposed the idea to hold a nationwide
environmental teach-in on April 22, 1970. He
hired a young activist, Denis Hayes, to be the
National Coordinator. Nelson and Hayes renamed the event “Earth Day”.
Denis and his staff grew the event beyond the original idea for a teach-in to
include the entire United States. More than 20 million people poured out on
the streets, and the first Earth Day remains the largest single-day protest in
human history.
The first Earth Day was focused on the United States. In 1990, Denis Hayes,
the original national coordinator in 1970, took it international and organized
events in 141 nations.
On Earth Day 2016, the landmark Paris Agreement was signed by the United
States, the United Kingdom, China, and 120 other countries. This signing
satisfied a key requirement for the entry into force of the historic draft climate
protection treaty adopted by consensus of the 195 nations present at the 2015
United Nations Climate Change Conference in Paris.
On Earth Day 2020, over 100 million people around the world observed
the 50th anniversary in what is being referred to as the largest online mass
mobilization in history.
25

Short story
‘THE WOODCUTTER’S DAUGHTER’ by David Edwards
The shaft of morning sunlight came through Sarah’s bedroom window like the beam
from a very powerful torch. She woke suddenly, not by any noise but by something
passing her window and breaking the beam of light causing a shadow to pass over
her eyes. Although she’d had another restless night she was instantly wide awake,
throwing back her quilt she jumped out of bed and ran to the window. Standing next
to the small panes of glass set into the old wooden frame Sarah looked out over the
lush green ﬁelds and could see nothing but a clear blue sky and ﬁve or six cows that
stood grazing around the old well in the corner of the ﬁeld. Resting her elbows on the
windowsill she still wasn’t sure about the move to their new house.
She loved her room though, her mother had decorated it just the way she wanted
it and the carved initials on the old wooden bedroom door were just brilliant. Her
mother had said they’d always been there, just waiting for her to arrive but Sarah
knew she was replicating the plastic ones from her old room and was just trying to
make it easier for her to settle in.
Her constant restless nights were due to disturbing dreams that although when asleep
were quite vivid, were never clear in her mind when she awoke. She knew that in
her dream, a young girl was the sort of ‘central character’ and was very unhappy, but
that was all she could ever remember. As she looked at her reﬂection in the window
she recalled it had been six weeks to the day since they’d moved from the city and
although she’d settled in at her new school, she missed her old friends.
Sarah loved the weekend, there was no school to attend and as it was now half term,
no homework either. She dressed in her scruﬀy jeans and multi coloured top before
walking across the landing towards the bathroom, the old ﬂoorboards creaked as
she passed the grandfather clock that read ﬁve past nine. After washing her face
and brushing her teeth she returned to her room. Lying on her bed she slid her
hand underneath the silk covered pillow and found her mobile phone. She was
disappointed there were no new messages, at ﬁrst her old friends had sent text
messages every day but over the last week or so they hadn’t been returning her
messages as often as they used to. Rolling onto her stomach she typed, ‘see you in
the coﬀee shop at ten’ and sent the message to Jenna, her new best friend. Slipping
the phone into her back pocket she took some loose change from the moneybox
that sat on her bedside table. Picking up the silver backed brush from the vanity set
that stood on her dressing table she quickly brushed her shoulder length blonde hair,
the few knots that had formed during the night from her restless sleep were soon
brushed out.
Throwing the brush onto her bed she ran down the stairs to the kitchen to ﬁnd her
mum sitting at the breakfast table with a cup of tea. ‘I’m oﬀ to meet Jenna in the
village’ she said as she grabbed her coat from behind the kitchen door.
‘Sarah Carpenter, you should have some breakfast before you go out,’ her mother’s
words faded as the heavy door closed. Sarah unfastened the safety helmet from the
crossbar of her new bike and clipped the strap ﬁrmly into place under her chin before
starting oﬀ down the long drive for the ten-minute ride to the village.
She felt the warm sun on her back as she rode down the quiet lane and started
to pick up some speed as she freewheeled down the steep hill. Suddenly, a dark
shadow passed directly in front of her and she felt as though she’d ridden through
an ice cold shower. Pulling hard on her rear brake she lost control and skidded
oﬀ the path.The front wheel hit a large stone and she was sent hurdling over the
handlebars, crashing heavily into one of the old oak trees that lined the country lane.
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She was cold, very cold and although she knew she was lying down she had the strangest
sensation, it was as though she was coming out of her body, ﬂoating through the air.
Opening her eyes she was surprised to see that she was facing her bedroom door,
staring at her carved initials. The letters S C were clearly visible and as she continued
to look an even stranger thing happened, water began to run from the bottom of the
letters. It ran slowly at ﬁrst and then started to come out of each letter like a shower,
soaking her from head to toe, making her feel even colder.
A black shadow appeared beside her, it was similar to the one she’d seen as she cycled
to the village, it moved towards the wooden door and passed straight through it.
Sarah was frightened; she’d never been so afraid but leant forward and opened the
door just in time to see the shadow disappear through the window. She tried to run
but found herself slowly ﬂoating towards the window, when she ﬁnally got there the
shadow had gone; it was nowhere to be seen.
Her eyes scoured the sunlit landscape but saw nothing untoward but then, almost
magnetically her gaze was drawn to the cows, chewing the cud close to the well in the
corner of the ﬁeld.
‘Sarah, Sarah’, she heard her mothers voice as she slowly opened her eyes, ‘oh thank
God’ her mother said as Sarah realised she was lying in a hospital bed. People in white
coats were all around her, machines beeped and the mask that was over her mouth
and nose hissed as it forced air into her lungs.
She was no longer cold, in fact she felt rather warm as her mother gently caressed her
forehead. A doctor restrained her as she tried to sit up, ‘not just yet young lady’ he
said in a ﬁrm but friendly voice, ‘your chest is bruised and you’ve had a nasty bump on
your head, it’s a good job you were wearing your helmet.’
Three days later she was sitting on her porch with Jenna, telling her things that she
hadn’t even told her mum, trying to explain about the bad dreams she’d been having
and the weird experience she’d had after her accident.
‘My initials are carved on my bedroom door, water sprayed from them and when I
looked from the window, I couldn’t stop staring at the well. I need to have a look down
there, I just know it has something to do with my dreams.’
She spoke in a voice that Jenna thought sounded really odd but she was her friend and
would stick with her. ‘OK,’ Jenna said, ‘it can’t do any harm, lets go and take a look.’
Cautiously they peered over the small wall that surrounded the old disused well and
their eyes strained to see into the black depths. Jenna picked up a large stone and let
it drop into the well, three seconds later they heard a faint thud as the stone hit the
dry ﬂoor.
‘I want to go down there, we’re going to need a rope and a torch.’
‘Do you think you should,’ Jenna replied in a rather nervous voice, ‘it could be full of
snakes or anything.’
‘Don’t be silly, there are no snakes here,’ Sarah said.
As they turned around to head for the barn they both screamed, a typically loud, girly
scream. Four cows had silently moved to within six feet of them, the cows ran oﬀ
probably more scared of them than they were of the cows.
Ten minutes later the rope was secured around Sarah’s waist and having wrapped it
around the wooden support set into the wall of the well, Jenna took the strain.
‘Don’t let me fall,’ Sarah said as she lowered herself over the edge and started to climb
down the steep damp walls. Jenna slowly lowered her friend and as she disappeared
into the darkness Sarah turned on the torch.
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The story made front-page news in the local paper when the remains of the girl’s
body were laid to rest. Sarah Carpenter, the thirteen-year-old daughter of a local
woodcutter had been sent on an errand to the village over thirty years ago and had
gone missing, she was never found. The police interviewed Sarah and Jenna and
came to the conclusion that cows had always grazed in that ﬁeld and had probably
frightened the young girl as she stood next to the well, just as they had frightened
them, and tragically the girl must have fallen to her death.
Jenna slept over that evening, keeping Sarah company. Sarah didn’t have any bad
dreams that night; in fact she had the most restful nights sleep she’d had since they’d
moved.

More books available by David Edwards on
‘Friends in Need’
A terrorist threat
to London, three
friends already
murdered.
Who would be
next?
And more
importantly,
why?

Available on

‘Deceptive Friends’
All Quinn wanted was to do
his own thing; be himself, go
wherever he felt like going and
do whatever he wanted to do.
So why did he ﬁnd himself
sitting in his apartment
with a woman who’d been
kidnapped, disﬁgured and
dumped out of a car?

Kindle

DO YOU REQUIRE HELP
IN YOUR GARDENS?
CALL
TODAY
FOR A FREE
QUOTATION!
Excelle

nt rates

Garden services include:

Grass
Scarifying

• LANDSCAPING

Garden Maintenance
All Groundwork
Undertaken
Grass Cutting
Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Turf Laying
Border Work
Grass Scarifying

• WEED TREATMENT • GROUND WORK

• LAWNMOWING • MAINTENANCE

• GARDEN TIDY UPS

S.G. Darlington Garden Services

MANUFACTURERS, SUPPLIERS AND
INSTALLERS OF QUALITY FENCING.

• FENCING • SHEDS
• PAVING
CONCRETE
• TURFING POSTS/BASE
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC/TRADE

FREE QUOTE

CALL 01244 534444
MOBILE 07555 490375
The Old Stables, Station Road,
Sandycroft, CH5 2PT
Email: comleypaving@hotmail.com
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Book review:

MIGHT BITE by Patrick Foster
Published by Bloomsbury Sport
Having a Flutter: Just on the National
or a Daily Addiction?
In the past decade gambling has become a major
element of “entertainment” for many people
of all ages. For the vast majority, activities such
as the National lottery, scratch cards, ﬁxed odds
betting, poker, horse racing, etc. are an occasional
“ﬂutter”, however, evidence shows that an
increasing number of “occasional punters”, as high
as 3 per cent of adults, bet more than they can
aﬀord. Concerns have been expressed about the
pervasiveness of advertising promoting gambling,
on television, the media, sporting journals and
billboards, oﬀering incentives to “get started”,
“keep spending”, with free bets, money back,
and 5th place payouts etc.
In a powerful, no holds barred and emotionally challenging book, “Might Bite” by
Patrick Foster engages the reader in a lucid account of his roller coaster battle with
gambling and personal struggles. With the support of his co-writer, Will Macpherson,
Patrick highlights the ease by which he became “trapped” in a web of success and
the “buzz of celebration”, loss and the “secrecy of depression”, traversing the pits
of pathological addiction, loneliness and mental frustration. Those readers with
personal experience, at primary or secondary participation, with the “highs and
lows” endured by the author, will ﬁnd this book makes for compelling and at times
heart rending reading.
Patrick was no working class, underprivileged or emotionally deprived student
seeking solace or attempting to boost his grant by “having a ﬂutter”. It is clear that
his parents had encouraged and supported his development from the fee paying
school at Oundle, to Durham University, training at the MCC Centre of Excellence for
“aspiring cricketers” and playing as a professional cricketer for Northants. He openly
concedes that having money was actually a problem. He had three incomes made up of
a generous allowance from his parents, a salary from Northants Cricket and a student
loan. His detailed reﬂection on how he became ensnared within the “gambling arena”,
resulting in personal battles with “debt and mental health” highlight issues which will
make readers ponder and possibly “stop in their tracks”.
He recalls how, as a student at Durham University at 19, he went to a Coral betting
shop for the ﬁrst time and was enthused by the “electric hub of activity”. His initial
winnings of £72 playing roulette on a Fixed Odds Betting Terminal gave him the
“buzz for more action”. Unlike his friends who left the Coral shop to do other things,
Patrick turned back “into the action”. He was hooked into the winning mindset and
isolated little bubble, based on the assumption that as an avid watcher, based on the
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assumption that as an avid watcher, participant and his knowledge of sport could
make him loads of money. He had won £70, why not turn it into £700. The buzz and
elation, his success on his ﬁrst day as a gambler drew him back regularly for “more
and more action”. His need to ﬁnd time for regular gambling and socialising impacted
negatively on his careers in cricket, insurance and teaching. As a result of his “secret
life” as an isolated punter and considerable debts, he faced rejection, fear of failure
and a personal crisis.
It is clearly evident that his personal reﬂection on why he was facing ”failure and self
doubt at 20” failed to deter his need for gambling as the closest thing he could ﬁnd
to “replicate and replace” the buzz of playing cricket. This “gambling buzz” became
greater with higher stakes, more bets, particularly accumulators. Some readers may
ﬁnd his accounts of experiences emotionally disturbing. Being trapped in the buzz
of gambling resulted in loneliness, boredom and incessant stress to hide the guilt
of being a “secret addict” from family and colleagues. The reﬂective “situational
analysis” by his wife Charlotte adds greatly to the content and relevance of the text.
This is particularly evident when she comments on his secretive behaviour, on his
phone both night and day, evidence of anxiety, at times inconsiderate, irrational and
frustrating behaviour. She discusses her scepticism regarding his debts, and inability
to accept his need for support and her feelings of guilt questioning him since he was
so convincing with outstandingly generous and loving features.
Financial problems of debts to friends, colleagues, parents of pupils, loan companies
and others reached a crescendo in March 2018. Despite winning about £58,000 on bets
he was under constant pressure because his debts were £152,000. He had tracked
a horse “Might Bite” and bet almost £50,000 for the horse to win the Cheltenham
Gold Cup, earn him £200,000 and clear his debts.
Might Bite lost. This was the pit of emotional loneliness for Patrick. His response was
standing on platform 5 at Slough station in a real personal mess, an emotional wreck
and a broken person. His journey to self analysis, recognition of his role in the process
of reform, and ﬁnding a new “buzz” were made possible by the support, care and
acceptance by his wife Charlotte, his family, the Professional Cricketers’ Association,
colleagues and a period of specialist residential treatment
Patrick’s emotionally challenging story addresses key issues aﬀecting the growing
numbers of “gambling addicts” very eﬀectively. He highlights key issues including
the need for bookmakers to re-assess advertising strategies to “entice” punters,
the problems caused by excessive losses and research into mental health issues
and suicides caused by gambling debts. Patrick is “in recovery”, working with EPIC a
gambling harm minimization group and an ambassador for enhancing personal skills
in young people through participation in sport.
About the reviewer
John T Morris BA(Hons),MEd,MPhil,DipPsych,CertEd.
John taught physical education in Ladbroke Grove and was ﬁtness coach at the Middle
Row Boxing Club. His research at Aberystwyth University was on the relationship
between aerobic and anaerobic power. He was ﬁtness and weight training coach in
Wrexham, ﬁtness coach at Wrexham RFC and with the WRU. He is a mental health
counsellor. John specialises in working with individuals and teams to develop growth
mindsets, including resilience, tenacity, drive, determination and team skills in sport,
education and business
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Down
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
13
14
17
18
20
21
23

Across
1
6
9
10
11
12
13

Church building (9)
Islamic jurist (5)
Quip (7)
Baseboard (7)
City in Tennessee (7)
A military unit (7)
Imposed loss due to
one’s beliefs (9)
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15 Dance bar (5)
16 Wordless performers
(5)
19 Breeziness (9)
22 Colliding (7)
23 Ails (7)
27 Long period of time
25 Kerchief (7)
(5)
26 Relating to marriage
28 Provide details (9)
(7)

Sudoku Puzzle
How to play:
The numbers 1 through 9 will appear once
only in each row, column, and 3x3 zone.
There are 9 such zones in each sudoku
grid.
There is only one correct solution to each
sudoku. Good luck!
Difficulty level: Medium.
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Whipping, clotted or ice
(5)
Leaner (7)
Not heavenly (7)
Inclines (5)
Timber workers (9)
Covered with a layer of
leaves or wet straw (7)
Idiosyncrasies (7)
Clever (9)
Notable (9)
Drop down in level or rank
(9)
Souvenir (7)
What Popeye eats (7)
Conflagration (7)
A daughter of
Agamemnon (Greek
mythology) (7)
A group of south Pacific
islands (5)
Figure out (5)

Solutions can be found on our website

HAVE YOU BEEN THE
VICTIM OF MEDICAL
NEGLIGENCE?
We all put our trust in the medical judgement
and information we are given by qualified
health professionals and practitioners, but
sometimes their advice or treatment can
result in things going wrong.
There are many points from the first doctor’s
appointment to treatment options where
errors can be made, and unfortunately these
cases are on the rise.
Our Solicitors specialise in all areas of
medical negligence including:
• Brain Injuries
• Anaesthesia related complications
• Cancer Misdiagnosis
• Failure to treat Diabetes
• MRSA Negligence Claims
• Orthopaedic Injuries
• Child Injuries
• Birth Defects
• Misdiagnosis of Fractures
• Spinal and Neck Injuries

ENQUIRE TODAY...
CALL 0151 306 3694 OR VISIT:
PHOENIXLEGALSOLICITORS.CO.UK
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Stepping into spring
Following a spell of wet, windy storms, a fine spring morning was a
welcome sight for members of Chester Rambling and Hill Walking Club
recently. A benign weather forecast had enticed a large group of us out
onto the hills for a 9-mile Sunday walk at Rhosesmor, near Halkyn. The
layby at Berth-ddu was our starting point, which, at 250m / 820ft above
sea level, meant we only had an extra 50m climb to reach the summit
of Moel y Gaer, an offshoot of the neighbouring Halkyn Mountain. No
great challenge, but that bit of elevation gave us extensive views of the
Dee Estuary and the Wirral in one direction, and the Clwydian Hills in the
other.
Our route then took us down to Rhosesmor and across fields towards
the gardens of Gwysaney Hall, where a vast and beautiful display of
snowdrops stopped us, quite literally, in our tracks! Further along, the
footpath veered round and gave us a full frontal view of the hall in all its
glory. This Grade II listed Jacobean house was built in 1603 on the site
of a previous hall. The same family has owned it ever since, although
the estate is currently up for sale. The public right of way leads along the
main driveway, emerging onto the lane by the lodge house. A short while
later, we found ourselves on the other side of the valley with Gwysaney
Hall visible on the hillside opposite - an obvious spot to enjoy our packed
lunches and a rest in the sunshine.
Our way back to base was through woodlands, across lush undulating
meadows and along a few muddy stretches that hadn’t yet dried out after
recent heavy rains. With some glee, however, it was noted that the mud
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levels were much lower down the scale than in previous weeks! Winter
storms Arwen, Eunice and Franklin have left their collective mark on the
local forests, like elsewhere in the UK, and on our recent walks we’ve
observed trees struck down or sliced in half by ferocious winds. Our
leaders pointed out one casualty lying prone that was still standing proud
when they checked the route only a few weeks before.
Hopefully with spring firmly here, we can bid goodbye to wet gusty storms,
muddy footpaths and fallen trees. Our summer walking programme is
out, and we’re looking forward to venturing a little further afield. During
April we’ll be piling ourselves, together with rucksacks and boots, onto
a coach headed for Ludlow, where a choice of 3 walks is offered. Tents
and caravans will see their first outing of the year in June, when we meet
up with fellow members to explore the Pembrokeshire hills and coastline.
Meanwhile, our regular programme of Sunday and Wednesday walks
in Cheshire, North Wales and the Wirral continue. In March we saw the
return of our A grade walks, to the delight of those members who favour
the craggy heights of Snowdonia. In May, our Tuesday evening activities
resume - a popular addition to the programme which offers shorter, more
local walks, often with a heritage interest, and sometimes with the added
bonus of a pub meal or fish and chips afterwards!
You’ll need to carry OS Explorer Map OL265 with you when exploring
the Halkyn area. If you fancy discovering new walks in North Wales and
Cheshire, but don’t know the area well enough to go it alone, joining a
local hiking group could be for you. In summer we have a choice of 3
grades of walks every Sunday: C’s can be anything up to around 1,100
ft of ascent, B’s up to 2,000ft, and A grade walks tackle the higher
crags of Snowdonia. Wednesday walks take place every other week. We
are a very friendly group and always ready to welcome new members.
Whatever your walking ability, if you love the outdoors and fancy meeting
like-minded folk, give us a try!

To find out more about Chester Rambling & Hill Walking
Club, head over to our website: www.chesterwalkingclub.
com Joining details can also be obtained by emailing
chesramclub@yahoo.com
Maria Owen, Press Ofﬁcer, Chester Rambling and Hill Walking Club
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Community

‘Good Morning, Liverpool’
Poem by John Fowler
Took a trip to my home town, the place where i was born.
Didn’t want to miss a thing, so set oﬀ at crack of dawn.
Planned to walk the city streets, the prospect made me drool.
Couldn’t wait to see it all, good morning Liverpool!
I strolled along a famous street, that The Beatles made their own.
Passed some friendly faces, so I knew I’d come home.
The gentle breeze from oﬀ The Mersey, helped the air to cool.
The aroma of the coﬀee, good morning Liverpool!
The shops were awe inspiring, but it’s the people that you meet,
their warmth and sense of humour, makes this city hard to beat.
All their stars and past achievements, you cannot overule.
The breaking of another day, good morning Liverpool!
I walked slowly towards the Pier Head and heard the seagulls cry,
stopped underneath the Liver Birds and watched some boats sail by.
Took an amble around The Albert Dock, it’s now the city’s jewel.
The giant has awakened, good morning Liverpool!
Every one is welcome, whether you are King or Fool,
time for all to rise and shine, good morning Liverpool!

Get in touch with us.
Call 01244 555244 or visit
our website love-chester.com
Do you see me?
So do your clients!
Lets get businesses back on track. We
have great oﬀers for new advertisers.
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Charity

CHESTER DUCK RACE
SAT 9TH

APR 2022

AT 3PM

SPONSORED BY

EVENT SUPPORTED BY
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Call us on:

0151 327 8095
ORANGERIES I CONSERVATORY ADAPTATIONS
REPLACEMENT GLASS
The only system
BEFORE ROOF INSTALLED
that comes with
planning consent.
Call us today for a
FREE quotation.
CONSERVATORIES

I

COVID-19

Transform your conservatory
into an all year round living space
NORTH WEST
No. 1

INSTALLER

AFTER ROOF INSTALLED

A local family run firm you can trust
Email: sales@pureconservatories.co.uk

www.pureconser vatories.co.uk

FREE EXPERT
ADVICE
HOME EXTENSIONS I GARDEN ROOMS

I REPLACEMENT GLASS

BEFORE

AFTER

• A wide range of tiles
and colours
• Lighting & Plastering
included
• Upgrade your frames
or glass
• Fully trained installation
teams

www.pureconser vatories.co.uk
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WE HAVE

MOVED
MOV
ED

Come and visit us at
our new showroom
with fr
fre
ee parking

Stunning new 6000sqft Showroom
in the heart of Bebington Village
Made to measure curtains, blinds and
soft furnishings
free 'in home' design service
beautiful sofas and home accessories
select from over 80,000 fabrics
curtain and blind installation service
available

www.billyhillinteriors.co.uk Email: billyhillinteriors@yahoo.co.uk
billyhillinteriors billyhillinteriors

0

Telephone 0151 334 2266

